Protein kinase C, calcium and phospholipid degradation.
In most cells, calcium signals are transient, while the resulting physiological responses often persist longer. The sustained activation of protein kinase C has been postulated to be essential for maintaining such cellular responses. It is becoming clear that an elaborate network involving protein kinase C, calcium and degradation of membrane phospholipids may generate several molecules that are necessary for sustaining the activation of protein kinase C itself. Multiple members of the protein kinase C family show distinct responses to calcium and the phospholipid degradation products, suggesting their unique functions in cell signalling.